Weathersfield Proctor Library Trustees Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 16, 2025 at 7:00 PM
5181 Rte. 5 Ascutney, VT
Approved:
Attendance Trustees: Chair-Mavis Ellingwood, Vice Chair-dJohn Waite ,
Secretary-Anne Parent, Alicia Jenks, Rick Bates
Director (LD)-Mark Richardson
Guests: None

Call Trustee Meeting to Order-7:04 p.m

l. Consent Calendar - The consent calendar consists of items that are considered to be
routine in nature and will be enacted in the form of one motion. Any item can be removed
from the consent calendar and heard in its regular order at the request of any Library
Trustee or Citizen.

A. Review Minutes from Previous Meeting(s).
1. Shall the trustees approve the meeting minutes for the August 21, 2025
meeting? Rick made a motion to approve the minutes from the August
21, 2025 meeting. John seconded and all voted in favor.
2. Shall the trustees approve the meeting minutes for the September 18,
2025 meeting? John made a motion to approve the minutes from the
September 18, 2025 meeting. Rick seconded and all voted in favor.
3. Shall the trustees approve the meeting minutes for the October 16, 2025
meeting? Rick made a motion to approve the minutes from the October
16, 2025 meeting. Anne seconded and Chair Mavis cast vote in favor
along with Rick and Anne to make quorum.
B. Rick made a motion to approve WPL expenditures dated 11/20/2025 subject to

each Trustee’s review and signature. John seconded. All voted in favor.

.  Comments from Citizens on Topics not on the Agenda: None.

lll.  New Business
A. Library Director’s Report: Rick shared an updated handout outlining the current
trustees’ terms of office and the potential for 5 yr vs 3 yr terms. Trustees will

revisit at the December meeting and Rick will run any potential change by legal



counsel. Chair Mavis shared that Jim Wimberg has passed and the service was
held today. The obituaries for Jim, Lyn Esty and Ernie Shand are posted in the
library. LD Mark is researching new bookshelves for the foyer that more closely
match those in the reading room. Another vision is to repaint the wall in the
basement and install stock cabinets with a work surface. Cabinets could be
dedicated for use by both the Astronomy program and Weathersfield Garden
Club. LD Mark and Rick will research options/funding for a library generator.
Rick shared that the generator available at the 1813 Schoolhouse runs on
propane and can be stored in a small shed. Could tie in nicely with a fireplace
transition to propane fuel. Patrons are coming to the library to seek information
about the changes coming to health insurance- specifically the supplemental
insurance. LD Mark has made a computer available at the library with resources
on the topic and has also posted a webinar on the library website. Deb
Richardson has become the 50+ spokesperson for the Town of Weathersfield
and brainstorming has started for helpful and informative seminars to be held at
the library. Topics could include hospice care, Meals on Wheels, etc.

. Alarm System Proposal (estimate) dated 11/06/2025: Trustees reviewed
Vermont Life Safety, LC Estimate dated 11/06/2025. This estimate is good for 90
days.

1. Rick made a motion to move forward with Vermont Life Safety, LC
Estimate as presented ($9,989.11) to be funded out of the Jane Bowne
fund and Reserve Fund if possible. Alicia seconded and all voted in favor.

2. Chair Mavis to contact Town Manager Brandon about the contract with
Vermont Life Safety, LC.

. Author(s) appearance 12/12/2025: Jenna Rice, photographer and author, will be
hosting an event at the library focusing on her Vermont Farm to Table Cookbook.
Nora Rice, Jenna’s sister, will be preparing food and it should be a great event!

. Holiday Programming: A very special guest and community will be welcomed to
the library on 12/13/2025 for holiday programming.

. Department of Libraries grant updates (Rick Bates): Rick has learned that the
remaining funding has been earmarked for areas that have been affected by the
flooding and for repair work. New construction will not be the focus. We can

consider applying for the repair of the water damage to the roof.



F. 2026/2027 Library Budget: LD Mark and Town Manager Brandon are meeting

next Wednesday. Update to be provided at the next trustee meeting.

V. Old Business

A.

Astronomy (update Rick Bates): The observatory has not been moved yet and it
would be great to have it moved prior to the snow. MD Mark and Rick will reach
out to Ray Stapleton and if it is not able to be moved the observatory will be
marked so it isn’'t hidden from the plows, etc. SoVerA was contacted by a visitor
from Kentucky who was seeking permission to set up at Hoisington Field to take
photos with his telescope. The resulting image(s) are amazing and cover a 3
hour period of time. The photographer is Jason Kovacs and he shared an image
of the Jellyfish Nebula taken on November 2, 2025 with Rick.

Lighting (update Alicia Jenks): Phase one is complete! The foyer and reading
room look amazing. Work will continue to phase two.

Memorial Seating Area update (update Mavis Ellingwood): The Memorial Seating
Area with benches honoring Cookie Shand and Ginger Wimberg have been
photographed and special thank you to Aaron of Tribute Artistry Monuments for
his care and expertise. A dedication will be held in the spring and Alicia reports
that 300 bulbs have been planted by the Weathersfield Garden Club.

Vermont 250 Committee (Update John Waite): The reading at the Weathersfield
Historical Society’s annual meeting went very well. Fort #4 is interested in having
the reading presented at the Fort next summer. The reading was recorded by
SAPA and includes interviews. John shared that the experience brought together
a group of individuals who likely would not normally connect and that was great.
Library grounds and garden planning (Alicia Jenks): Alicia reports that the
gardens have been put to bed for the winter. Annual garden planning is in
process and it is likely that funding is available through the Friends of the
Weathersfield Proctor Library. Alica notes that the library may need to have

plants more resistant to the heat moving forward.



V.  Adjourn: Rick made a motion to end the meeting at 8:30 p.m. Alicia seconded the

motion.

Submitted by Anne Parent

WPL Board of Trustees Secretary
November 23, 2025



